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Mr. Perkins's Letter to Mr. Cornwell ang 
other Miniſters a: Tunbridge-wells, &>c. 


Reverend Sir, 

cannot blame you much for denying me the uſe 
I of your Pulpit, fince you did it not of your own 
accord, but by the Inſtigation of other Clergy-men, with 
whom you contulted, and whodiſwaded you, by tel: 
ling you that [ ſhould make ſome begging Buſineſs of it 
I defired to know who they were that had thus advt 
ſed you, whom you thought not fit to Inform me 
of, But becauſe you know them, I defire you tc 
ask them, How they knew 1 /hould make a Begging 
Buſineſs of it ? Whether having Preached abovi 
1000 times, 1 ever yet Preached a Begging Sermon | 
I never yet did. But this I confels, | have ſome 
times commended Charity and good Works | not the 
1 ſpake in reſpect of Want ; or, that 1 deſired it ſhould b 
ſo dine unto me, But ] for the {emporal Good of th 


Poor Receivers, and the Eternal Good of the Ricl 


Givers, without any the leaft Reſpect to the pre 
ſent Gain to my (elf, 1f I muſt Proclaim my own Prat 
ſes, they ought to Pardon my Boaſting, who by thei 
Falſe Accuſations have compelled me thereunto. B 
it known therefore to all Men by thele Preſents, tha 
| Zoſeph Perkins did lately olter to the Church 

A 2 . wardens 
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wardens, ec. of the Pariſh of White-Chappelto Preach}, 
there © Memoriter ] once or twice every Lord's-day |, 
in the Year | Gratis ] as my Kinſman Perkins did in, 
Cambridge, and as Chriſt has Commanded us [ Freely ye |, 
have received, freely give ] that ſo they might be more 
Encouraged, and the better Enabled to Relieve the} 
Poor among them : The Parſonage being worth ( as 1 
15s Reported ) fix or ſeven Hundred Pounds a Year. ; 
And leſt it ſhould be thought that I expected, not- | 
withſtanding, ſome great Gratuity by the By, I de- 
clared further that 1 would never take any Reward | 
of them,either Openly or Secretly, either DireQly or * 
IndireAly 3 but get my Living ( as St. Paul ſome- * 
times did ) by my own Art and Induſtery : And | 
hereof I have Witneſs, and hereunto I have long } 
fince put my hand and ſeal. Therefore I am noBegging | 
Preacher, except I Begg for others; And this I was 

Reſolved on before, that 1t I Preached at the Wells, | 
and Money ſhould be given me, to give it all entirely | 
to the Pcors Box, and not play Ananias part in keeps | 
ing back any the leaſt part of the Price, notwith- | 
ſtanding I am very Poor my ſelf. But are not theſe. 
Men Uncharitable in Cenſuring me thus ? Charity | 
thinks no Evil. 1 had need therefore to Preach a | 
Le&ure of Charity to my Brethren, to keep them | 
from Raſh and Uncharitable Fudging., But they think, 

and ſome have called me a Vagahon7, &c. 1 anſwer, 

that ſo many of them have gotten Pimalities, that 

many others ( perhaps as well Deferving as them- 
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each{(elves) muſt be content to go without any. Butthen. 
-day they'll tell me, that I may eaſily get a Readers Place, 
din which is better than to run about the Country with my 
ly ye IPoetry, TI aniwer, that thole Doftors and Biſhops 
Nore hat cannot Preach without Book, are the fitteſt to make 
the {Readers of, and thoſe to whom God has been Pleas'd 
( as ito give the Gitts of Memory and Utterance, are fit- 
Ear. teſt for the Pulpit ( Ex quovis ligno non fit Mercurius) 
nOt- But he is a poxr Man, tay they, and therefore not fit 
| de- to Preach before great Ones. Very right ; for (faith 
vard Solomon) The poor Mans Wiſdm i deſpiſed, ani his 
y Or Words are not heard, Perhaps, if I had been a Biſhop, 
ME- 7 had been as fitly qualified to Preach betore a Prjn- 
And cels as an J1ri/þ Biſhop. But I did not dehre to take 
Ong the Pulpit before theſe Reverend Readers; ſome of 
83 whom I have heard (peak very (lightly of Preaching 
3*> without Book : But I refer all thoſe (and all thoſe too 
ells, that ſpeak Contemptibly of Latin Poetry) for an 
rely Anſwer to the Fables of the Fox and the Grapes, 
"©P* knd the Fox without a Tail. But what foul Injuſtice 
Ith= 5; this, for Clergy-men by their Pluralities and Co- 
heſe vetouſneſs to force their Underling-Curates to be 
rity Poor, and then to Upbraid them with their Poverty, 
1.4 to force them to turn Pocts, and then Jeer them for 
1em wilting School-Boys Exerciſe! But how is it poſſible 


nk, for me to be Rich, who have been almoſt five Years 
"els in a ſervice, and abuſed at Sea for dilcovering of 


that 
em- 
ves 


hieft, worle than a Slave 1n Turkey, without a Penny 
vt Wages, having withal a Charge of Children ? But 


v1, 
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what if I am Poor, and goabout ? So did my Brother i 
Homer ; ſo did Chriſt and his Ditciples go about doins# 
; good, and Lived by Alms, and Zudas carried the Bag,®' 
| and Chriſt himſelf was ſo poor that he had not chick 


to hide his Head. But 'tis no wonder that a ProphetP" 
{ that 1s) a Poet, has no Honour in his own Coun 
try. And thoſe that Deſpite me for my Poverty, lIetÞt 
them know, that ke that Deſpiſeth the Poyr, Reproach/ 
eth his Maker. But poſhbly they that hindred me from 
the Duty, think they can do it better themſelves, | 
anſwer, They have a good Opinion of themlelves, and)! 
4s Inconſiſtent with Modeſty and Humility, whic Z1t 
teaches us to Eſteem others better than our ſelves) - 
| But what if ſome of theſe Reverend Readers ſhould 
| think that if my Candle ſhould be ſet up on the Candles * 
| flick, it would Eclipſe the Light of theirs, and there P 
{ fore would ſtill keep it under a Bu/hel, or put it quite! tl 
; out, if they could ; juſt as the Indian Queen, who be.) ©! 
| ing Black, and deformed her ſelf, would admit of © 
none that were Fair and Comly in her Court and 
Service, leſt Joan ſhould be perferr..| before my * 
Lady. O Injuftice / The Labourer is worthy of hig * 
| hire; But you will not let him Labour, that ſo hemay Ic 
| have no Plea for his Hire; you will not ſufter the 0 Re 
to tread out the Corn, that ſo you may have a fait * 
pretence for muzzleing up his Mouth. But whoeveh C 
| they are that have hindred me from Preaching, I des © 
fire them, when they Read the Exhortation beford * 
© the receiving of the Communion, ſeriouſly to Con! * 
_— ſidet 


(7) 
ider of theſe words Therefore if any of you be 4 
Hin lerer or a Slanderer of God's Word, or be in Envy 
3, g,D Malice, or Guilty of any other grievous Crime, Repent 
> ye, or elſe come not to this Holy Sacrament, And more- 
ver let all thoſe my ſecret Accuſers know, that by 
an Plandering me and my Doctrine, to the prejudice 
1-of the Goſpel, they do withal caſt a foul Aſperſton on 
all thoſe Seven Lords a Dean and Chancellor, by Les 
on dtifying contrary to what all theſe, and many other Per- 
Hons of Honour and Reputation have both Teſtihed 
.nJand are ready to Teftifie- Therefore let them look to 
ichyit, that thus inpudently without any ground, fling 
reg} Dirt 1n the Facesof, and give the Lie, to many of the 
114) Nobility and Clergy, who have Honoured me with 
41,445 good Lleſtimonials as any of my Adverſaries can 
res produce. But laſtly, if my Accuſers ſpake Truth, and 
lite heir Complaint were juſt, what need they to conceal 
-) their Names? This is the worſt kind of Slandering 


- 0 (faith the Author of The whole Duty of Man) for by 
nd. \Vhiſpering a Mans good Name is ftolen from him, 
my and he can never find out the Thieft- But he that 
his knows the Author of an ill Report, and will not 1n- 
12 form the injur'd Perſon, 1s thereby become an Abet- 
. 1 tor to thoſe Murdzrers, and a Receiver to thole Thieves, 
aid 22d are both equally Criminel 3 againſt whom this 
vel Uurie 1s threatnesl,, Wo be to Þjm that ſmiteth his Neigh- 
do bour ſecretly. T am lorry that you ſhould be fo ready 
M to believe Evil of me, as.to ſet your Lars wide open 
ons £0 the Detr2ctions of my Tecret Enzmies. You ſhould 
det ; do 


her 
10G 
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do much better ( as Biſhop Sand-rfon faith) to ſuſpe&t 
him as an Imp of Satan that delights fo much in doing 

Satans Bufrne/s, 1n being an Accuſer of the Brethren, | 
| F arewel.} 


Semper Ego Auditor tantu? nunquamice reponam [ 
| vexatus toties ? Fuvenal, 


| In Concienatores qusſdam Mercenarios. ; 


| * Halevs # TY Urchius Argento condums Riſtra fagitat : 

Jakelus, Prezmia fs tollas, Burchins Ihe filet. ; 
| MOE:8Þ 4b! Te facundum fuvi ſpes rddidit auri : 
| Hac dempta, tacits Piſcis 4d inſtar erw. 


| 4... Hiſtrio, Tibicines, Cantores, Caufidicique : 
4 ">. ->cnpend Hi vocem vendunt : Presbyterique pij. 
" pleRtitur ip. V#1c4 at Vates Contempins Ridicmlaſque 
| fam Premia Officium rantam, * Premia nulla petit. 
{- ficollas? Ju- Sol non conduttus prebet ſua lumina Mundo : 
{| venal Et non condu##41 muncre fungor Ego. 


. 
- 
: 


Perkins. 
| 


Auguſt Secundo, Sole vix exorto. 


; On the Mercenary Preachers, in Engliſh thus, 


[th Bribes of Silver Burch is H5r*d to Preach : 
Take away thoſe and he*l no longer Teach. 


1 Alas *tis Money makes him Eloquent 
; His Voice is gone, when Golden Hopes are ſpent. 
. Attors and Fidlers, Songſters, Pleaders do 


Their Yoices ſell, and fo do Preachers too. 

One Prophet Vile and Scorned has Reguard 

To th? Office only : Not to the Reward. 

The Suns bright Flames to Mortals freely Shine 
And, whilſt I Preach for nothing, ſo do mine. 


Perkins. 
Loripedem reſtus derideat : Ethiopem Albus. TJuvenal: 


